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SUBJECT: Your Me~iirig with Juckett 
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-:J,....In the SUffitrcer of J.977 I wa~:: briefed by ElIDA (DOE),. FBI and CIA on 
~ u ~3

the purported diversion of nuclear material to Israel ~hich Duckett ~l ~ <::: 
'Wants 'Co disctl.ss "\'lith you, The essential c.onelusions ~'er(~ these u 

~ z , ,....(they 'N'ere tra.nsrl1j~tted to the President) : 
"5 ~ ('..) 
~ tr...,.J 

~~ C' :=In 196.5, a.n j~rlventOY·Y at the mJMEC p:Llant.J~sn Apollo) ]?a", revealed "")
:..... ......... •-1
 

C ~ -0th,at 170 l<~g c)f highly ~:~nrichec. uranium C~was rni.ss:tng. Upon "5 c .'.)
receiving this accounting) the. AEC immed:i~Lt.ely begs.TI a long series ~ ~ :..1 ... ", ':...) .:r.v: < :/'.. 
co~n.cluded th~i!: all but 56 kg of the In:iss:ing materia,l ,~ould be 
of inv,est:j.gat~j~ons which continued t:h:roug:~ 1969, and which ultimately 
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physic 1ally accounted for. DOE belie"lJes now that: e~'en this 
reInaining 56 lc.g can be. accounted for by loperationa.l llJ5SeS, but: ~~~ _ ,..J 

() u ~:fJthis c.annclt 1)E~ prOVE~n. 
~"E ;~ 
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The. FBI ~LS un.de:-taken tT.JQ leIlgt:.hy investigations clf this case. 
~ < §

The first!! b(~E~innin~; iIl 1965, looked at the question of the 
relationship of Zalrnar Shapiro, president of NUMEC to 'the

J 
Israeli GClvernment. I': concluded that Shapir-o did ind.eed have 
fre.quent cont~3.cts ~:Lth Israeli officials llere, partic'u.larly, the 
Science Att:.aeh.e ,.,ho wa~; thought to be an :intelligence office.r. 
They also discove.red t'l"L8.t Shapiro got: VIP 'treatment: O"n trips to 
Israel for which there "'~as no obvious e~planation. This is the 
esse.ntial Sll1n of t.hf~ir findings. Wb.e'n thE~se results 'w-ere 
transmittE~d t<:'J Helms, then head of the CI.A (at 'Whose request 
the inves1:iga.. tion ha.d been undertaken) ~ h~:: respondE~d ·t.:ith a 
series of let'ters t<, !1,;)over urging that the FBI ta.ke Q,ddit.ional 
steps, includ'ing wi,~e~;3'Pping and surveil1allce.. of ShApiro. Hoover 
refused. 

The AEC, at t!ne dirl:=ction of A.ttorney Gen~~ral Mitc.l1ell, undertook 
its own investigati"n leading up to a. full commission int:erview of 
Sh.apiro ill 1969. Strangely, a.11 tha. t Shapiro was ~lske,d in that 
in.t.erview 'Was whethl~r he ha.d ever div'ulged any classif:ied informat:lon 
not wheth~~r 'we had :?articipated in a. diversion of rna.t.e~rial. The 
AE,e in.vestiga.tion ~,:=t5 discontinued i.n Septern.ber 1969, 
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l ~~__~t su.rprisingly, Baker 1J'e.nt to 

President Ford who the:n ordered the .Attornl~Y Genera.l to undertake 
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k.r"l immedia1:e :investigati/:ln. This time the ~FBI mandate c.overed two 
que.stions: was thert~ a. di~~er,s::'onJ and uas there a eoverup of a 
div·e.rsicn. ~::l intensive investigation, involving hundreds of inte.r-· 
views J a full-time team of 6 senior agents, and miilious of dollars 
was: unable to 1.lncove::~ any evid.ence of a th~;ft although many c.urre.nt 
and former 1'.1J::1:EC employees were irL"terviewed., 

' 25Xl and 6'1 :E.0.13526 I ___. ~ _.Jl 

r"he C:O!lclusion frcllU all this; :Ls that "W'hilt~ a diversion might have occurred, 
there is no evid€~I'l.ce -- despite an intensive search for SC)lne -- to prove 
that cn.e did. Fen:' every piec.e of e.videnc,e tha t implies Ol'l.e conclusion, there 
is another piece that argues the opposite. One is pretty much left with 
making a personal judgm€:~nt -..- based ·on instinct -- as to ~o1hether t.he 
diversion did or did not occur. 

So far as we. knO~7 (tr..oLlgh tj),ere are still linge.riug 9uspi(:ions) there :ts 
nothing to indic~lt:e active CIA participation i~l the al1egl~d theft. 

The information in ~his memo is one year old. After Lora told me about 
this meeting I cO"!lsiderE:~d phoning the FBI to f:.nd out v.rhat had e"\1entually 
happened to its iI1vestigati()n (which had. not be~en a.cc.e~pted. by Justice 
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at ~he time I ta:~ked to thE:~:n and was therlafo:::,e not offi.cia11y 
cO"t""pleted) but; d(;c:ided t,~ot ~o stir up thl? ~oa15, until \.t;re ::ound out 
~hat Duckett had to say. I should also mention ~hat although I was 
briefed in order to ?repare a full report for the President, and both 
CIA a.nd FBI k'r~e\.l that., I arn not co-nfident that:: I got the ~~'Dmplete 
story. I fou~0 C)t1t~ fOl:" e~:arnple, t:-tat a fe1;.l ~7eeks after I was briefed, 
one of Schll?s:LngE~r'S tOl) aLoes was b!'ief4~d, artd got a s'to:~y differe.nt 
in some respec:ts from what I was told, The t::u.th of '\.;t.at really 
happeI'..ed may 'be i.rret:riE~vably lost~. 

Please also nCt'tel:he highlighted portions of t:he attacr~ed article. 
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