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ISR.J\EL'S THIRTEENTH AIJTrIVf..RSf1RY - l!O. 2

.========== CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS ==========

5UGGEST~D PROOR1\!f Or." IN!'DRHATION AND ptmr.IC RFT.J\TI0rJS
TO REACH THE GENERJ\L AtJD JEHISH Cm·:;1JnITY

A. r:cr"Y"lun i t.:t·'.,Tidc Anniversary Heptin~ • Your local Zionist Cotmcil
ShO'lld tak~ the initiative in plflnninp.; the t.ypo of mCi"ting l,'hich
Ni11 he -..rorthy of this !\nniv(\rsary. If po;;s:i.bl~, rtc~-Zi(jniGt

nnd Christinn r;roup~ should he f'ncour:tged to co-nnon30r th(\
event. Cortninly there should ho Christi:ln p:trticip.1 ~.ir.n in
tLp rr.~otin,.~ itself. Tr.e \olitkst publicity should nttf\nd thir-;
rre~t.inG and if l-Tarranted, at.tpmpts should bn m:tde to hn"l(' tr.c
principal s~etlker's talk covored by TV nnd radio. Enc0urR~c

youth part.icipation in your Anniversary rr.c~ting.

On Df'>CClrnbcr 27 last, \ole sent you a Hcmornndum Cro. l)-J) nlcrtin~ yen
to Isrnel's forthcomin~ Thirte~nth Anniversary which falls en April ?l.
t'le nOH send you addition.ql information and sugr;c3tions for cmr.r·,uni ty
Action so that ycur corrJliun i ty may properly ut ilize thi.s occa8 inn in
tim mont effective way possib10 in bringing the record of Isr3cl's
first 13 y~ars , its' accomplishments and problems, to the nttentic"'ln
of both the general and Jewish cOrT'J11unity.

B. Proclnmntion by r,it~" :tnd State Officinl~ - "!e enclose samp1e
frocIiittations-s'\i-itable 'i';o"r- fssu:mce-by the HAyor 0 f you r r, i t.V
rind by tt:e Governor of your State. Arr:tngerr.ents should b,.. made
to have suit:Jble r.owspaper (and photo) publicity ncc(j~pAny its
issuanco. . The c~remonics should tako placo 3. or 4 da:IS prior
to the I\nniversary mf\eting itself nnd thus h~lp in publici: ing
your rr.eeting•

FRO:'h !·frs. MOSCl3 P. Epst~in, Chairman
DepArtment of Information and Public Rp.lntions

Lncal Zi~nist Council Chairmen
TO: and Key Co~~ity Leaders
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c. Synrlr,oruc Participation - Your local Rabbis should h~ urr,r1 t~

des ignate April ?2 as r.':;RAEL BAR HITZVAH SABlJ\TH • It i~ ~a: r"" "j t,..ri
th:lt . tho opportunity be given to those boys and gir13 Hh"':-;~ H;lr
Hitzvah or Bas i·atzvah falls within a felT t-looks f)f thE' orc.'1~ion

to participate actively in a sp~cial 3ynagoguo ~crvice.

D. JewishOr~anizational ~!f\etings - All Jewish organizati()n~ ~hO~llrl

be p-ncouraged to devote one of their meetinGs during the Anni.n;r~H.lry

period to special programs on Israel, making use of apprcpri:dp
spp.~kers and films.

E. Youth Celebrations - Zionist Youth Groups in the lar~~r co~unitif;s

should be encouraged to hold their ovm celebrations. Partic1.p:ttion
by non-Zionist youth groups should bA sought in such ~cetinr,~.

(As 3tated above, however, you should arrange for youth pMrtici­
patien in your community's celebration.)

F. Essay Contest in Jewish Sch()ols - It is sUG~estcd th~t childrrn of
Bar Hitzvah age be encoura~ed to participate in nn essrtY ccntc.'Jt
to be sponsored by local Councils in cooperation Hith Bur~aus ~f

JC'.dsh Education on such subjects as "Israel's Thirtcrmth 5irthdny"
nnd "Israel Grows Up", etc. Suitable prizes should be of f~rcd.

G. Campus Celebrati()ns - local Zionist Counci1s Sh011ld ~ii'c ~up';Jort

e:tnd a3sistance to the local Student Zionist OrCA.!'lization in Hhntevrr
plfln~ nrc being formulated for celebrations on crtmpus~s ln your arr;,'I.
Hhore SZO chapters do not exist, the Hillel erot~rS should rc st l;'lil:lt ("'Ii
to set up a suitable Anniversary program or ~v"'nt. S1miJ::lr1,Y, rn<"O\lr­
:lr!0.rr:rmt should be given to the Israel Students .OrGnnizatirn \0:1'11 ch 1.;111
t" plAnning celebrntions on l'1any campuses. Sporlkers nnd nrtints
(rerformers) brought in for the cOTTirr.unity celebrations shouln be r;;1r.c
available to those sponsoring campus events.

H. Other Campus Activity - Appris~ college officials of thf! prr:srnc~

in your cCIT'JT.Unity of any authoritative Israeli scholars or sp0kcmrrn.
Perhaps the colle~e itself, or some unit of the co11ehc, vTOllld rr.
interested in schertuling a.n address by one of these rr.en on th~

occ~sion of Israel's Anniversary.

I. Christian Groups - The Anniversary affords an appropriate orrortur.i ty
for ~cheduling spp.:lkers (either local or Visiting) bf'fore chur~h

~ro'lps, women's clubs, civic and service cluhs, v!orld AffairJ Counci1:-;,'
etc'.

J. Thf' tocal Press - If properly appronchp.d, your local editors "'i j 1
respond affirrnat1v~ly in reco~ition of Israel t s Annivers~ry with
approp:rintc editorinlR, feat.urr.s, ntc. Uti.lize ~ "locCll nnr'l(''',
such as an article by a prominrnt Jot-1 or Christian "'Tho has vis itt' d .
Israel recently, etc. ("'e will be s("nr1in~ a fcnt,u ro directly t'o
local editors during thn ,first 'W~ek in April.)

q.. ~~-....,,--,---,....-,,.-••._...
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K. TV and RAdio - The above also applies to TV and Radio. Int~~i~~·;~

\lith visitin~ or local personalities should be ~uF"Gestf;d. I~ZC

natior.ally will be pro.1cctinr; personalitic~ nnd pror;rar:s 0'1 T3r:lcl
via many TV and Radio l:et,.,ork rrograMS during the Annivers:1ry prrior1.
Films for TV programs as "lell as for meetings C;ln b~ obtained frnm
the AZC national or Regi'Jnal Offices, or from various Isrnol Con::;ul:1t.~~l.

L. Lihrary Presentations - The occasion lends itself to Book Prc0entat.i(\n~

to both college and public libraries. If your local Counci 1 cnn mhnnse
such a pr~sentation, please let us know what funds you have nvail:l~lc

for it, and we shall be glad to make sur,gestions (and arrDn~c for t~p.

purchase and shipment, should you so desire) for such presentations.

H. Trailing to Community Leaders - The Anniversary also lends itself to
a special mailing ccnducted locally (Hith an appropriate covering
note from a prominent Jpwish leader or or~ani~ation) to key Christinn
leaders in your community. FACTS fl.BOUT ISPJEL - 1961, nO"1 in prcduc­
tion, should b~ ~vailable in time for the Anniversary. This prlmphlet
is prepared by the Government of Israel and will sell for.arproxjM~tcl1

25 cents. Please iot us mOl' if you l-Jant cC?piesordcrcd for you.
Th~ brochurr: ISRAEL 1961 ,.,ill also be available, free of charGe.

Tn nddition to the above sur,r,estions, \10 brin~ to your attp-ntir;n ~~vrrnl

project:; under thn spcnsorship of the Department of Educatir:n nnd Culture
which we consider to be e~pecinlly meaningful Hithin the Jc~.;ish ccmmunit.v.

A. Bnr-:Utzvah Pilr,rima~e to Israel - A special Pilr:rimage to Israel
to take place this summer will enablo boyn and girls of Bar Nitzvah
ngc, whose date of birth in 1948 coincided with the establishr.:cnt of
the State, to enjoy a varied pror,ram of car.pinr" tourinG nncl ~tiuca­

tional activities. These boys and girls ~ril1 have an opportunity to
~p,et many of Israol's leaders at receptions e3pccially arranr,~d for
thorn. These young people will be rul~ guided and supervised at ~11

ti!Tl~s.

B.- "Tnr~ol Amon~ the Uaticno", A. wnll-n(\~.zopaner for Je'tdsh schools, Hill
feature a sr;ecial Bar-Hitzvah Independenco DAy i~H3ue for use by 3chooln
flnd youth r,rolJps, etc. "It is plAnned (together with the Isrnel Consnl;-ttc)
t.o }Jublish thi3 i50UC in convenient booklet form.

c. The .Jeru5alem EX:JTnination - The "Bar-ratzvnh" (13th Annu:ll) JeT"'l::;:ur-m
f.x:lminat.ion i11 Hebrew Langunge and I,iternturc, is schedulco this ~r(,:lr

for April 16. Thio examination i:l administ~red in this country by the
Department on behalf of the Hebrew tlniv~rsity. ;'el1(jl·:tships are ap~rd('ci

to succes~rul canriidateo, l.,ho are ~ivcn speciAl consideration Hhcn
applying for Hebrew teacher licenses and mcmrcrship in Isr~cl seminars
conducted by the Departncnt. It is rcco~~ended that ~~ cooperation
with Bureaus of Jelo1ish Education, congrcgntio'1al HebreT-l Schcols and
schools of adult Hebrew studic3, participation in this project by
teachers nnd advanced studonts bo encourngod.
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FC'r further inf<"rmation t-rith re~;ard to the ahove thr~e rro.1ect~I r'lr.,.",.~

~crr~unicatp. directly with the Department of Education nnd Cultur~ of th~

Am~rlc~n Zionist Council.

tote alsn infonn yon that the Hprzl In~titutn of the American Zioni;. t Cf"'l1'/C i1
i3 preparing a kit containinf; backGround materiAl on I:;racl ~nd rri.."l(I'm1t

sUtjGcstions for the Thirteenth Annivcraary Celebration. Also rro.1f~ct('ld by
the Institute 19 :In Israel CulturAl Festiv~l vleck, fp.:lturiflG vClri0U;1 a3pccts
of life in Isra~:'l, such AS music, tho dancr', literature and film9, to tAke
plnc~ in liew York durinp, the Annivcr~ar.v ~·lcek. This Fc:;tival rrogr:lM cnn
b~ ndapted for local us~ in other communities. For mo]'c infolmation, ple~se

write direct.ly to the Harzl Institute at C'ur addres,.

From all of tho above you will readilY GCO thnt this Anniv~r~ary pr~s~nt~

cur corr.munity leaders with many challengc3 llnd opportunitie~. To r(lpcat
\-That we sugr,(lstf.!d in our previout1 rr.cmorandurn, it is import.ant thnt. your
Incal Zionist Council appoint an Isra.el Anniver~nry Committee ,,,hleh Hill
b~ composed of peoplo who will be able to deal efrectivc~v with th~ ab~vc­

outlined many-facoted program3, both those designed to reach th~ gcnernl
corr~nity and those geared especially for th~ Jewish community.

Plcn~~ do not he3itato to be in touch with U~ should you nc~d Any A3n1~t~nc~

in connection with Any phAse ~f the forthct"minc Anniversary•.

Kind~st regards.
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DRAFT PROCLAMATION FOR ISRAEL nmEPENDENCF. ~'TEl:"K 1?111

v:HEREAS the State of Israel will on April 21, 1961 comm~1'I'\orat~ th~ 13th

Annivorsary of its restored independence and at the same time 5ymbolical1y

celobrate Judaism's traditional Bar Mitzvah D~, signifying accession to the

resp?nsibilities of manhood; and

\rnEREAS the young nation already' constitutes a factor of maturity and

stl\bility in the 'world by its steadfast adhprpnce to and def~nsc' of df'lmo­

eratic ideals and its contribution to the security of the frpe world; and

vlHEREAS Israel continu~s to make rapid strides fonTard to ccmplctc

~conomic adulthood, developing it3 natural resources to the full and makinG

us., of its grm.ring r8aervoir of skilled manpower; md

::F:F.K and bid all our fello't'l-citzens join in its historic celebratir.m.

a heacon of ~n11ehtenment and. spir1tu~1 dignity for all mankind:

*'*

ftCM, THEREFORE, I

HH:~REAS Israel freely and gladly shares the benefit .or cxperirrcnt "no

of t~ach~rs and students who learn by example on Israel's m·m soil; Rna

e~pericnco with an in~reasing number of African and Asian nnt-tons, pithpr

by sending technical missions to Aid their progre~s 01" by .rece-1.vi.nr; gr0ups

1.-llIEREAS Israel h;l3 managed in opite of its OW'll strugr,le for survi\·A.1

to off~r haven and hope for the distressed' of mnny lands And to provide

(Governor of th~ Stat~ ~f

{Mayor of the City of

do hereby proclaim tho \-leek begin~ing April 20, i96l, as ISRAEL nmEPFr:D'r:;-Cr:'



ImH, THfREFORE, I

*

DRAFT FROCLA~~TION FOR ISRAEL I~IDEFErmENCF. DAY 1961

vmEREAS Ioracl will on April 21, 1961 obscrv(\ the 13th (D::lr' 7nt.'::~'(lh)

\-:HEnEAS th~ !roe world today stAAds to gm. n from the I"xintcncc of ~~uch

ACCOrding to the tenets of the Jewish tradition, And

";HEREAS the Stato of IsrA~l, aftor ycar~ of herculeAn ('ffort pnd

HHERFAS Israol has been a sourc(' of in$piration :md n hO f1n to .7'1f1ny

~teMdy dew~lorrnent, can now enter with pridl' upon thi~ nrl.J reriod j n i t:-;

Annivcroary of it,s rccons.tituted StAtehood, thereby at,1:lininG it::; l1:l.1('1rity

t'w11EREI\S Israel hAS succeeded in carvinlj out of the dcs('rt :l flonri.:;h-

hiotory, and

:tnr, cultur:11 center, truo social drmocracy smd ronrard-G"in~ ("G0rw.rr.:r. ,"tno

\·.11EREA5 Isr:le1 has succeeded in b1.'inging to the Jm·rish p(\("r1(', ~ 1:1rc"'r

rart. of which arr.ergod from World t.Jar II hom('!l(\n~, rercft And (1nsr::irinf".

hapt' for tl n~w lifo nnd the opportunity for a hrir,ht(\r future, Ann

nf th~ err.er~nAtion3 of Africa and Ania with Hhom it is has fr('("lj"

ohnrod the bf'.nerit~ or its ~xperienen, its knnwledge and rICHly acquired

skills, and

l\'\ r r",1 1nl-r-t'i t,1 7,lI:'tl!l\ j,.,ln in i t,n historic cnlobrZit ion.

(Gove mor or the 3tat.o of
(MAyor of thp. City of

d" hp,reby proclaim April 21, 1961, as ISRAEL nmEPF.PDp·jCE DAY, And hid r~11

.'
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