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Thres B-17"'s reportedly emroute o Pelestine, land aty//7¥
Isle Grande airport, Sen Juan, Puerto Rico from Mimami
Floride for purpose of refueling on 11 June 1948.
Planes owned by CHARWIN SALESCO., Mismi, Florida. s
Plancs departed Isla Orands early morning of 13 June . W IACedYR"
1248, cestination Senta Meria, Asores. o , 77N
Infor ment reparted that between 1348 - end 1555 on 11 Jun
1948, three B-17's, numbers NLS014%, NLSO24N and FL1O98H
landed at Isla Grands airport, San Juan, Puerto Rico from
Hiemi, Plerida, for purpcss of refusling, R

: The planes were listed under the ownership of the CHARWIN
SALES CO., 203 HE 86th Sto, Miemi, Florida. Informant, in
eonversgation with Mr. Charles w, WINTERS, President of
CHARWIN SALES CO., agked the purpose of the flight and
ultimate destiration, end was ¢ 0ld that the planes had been
g80old to a Mr, E. L. JOHNSON, end that befare turning them
over to him, it wes decided to make a survey fligzht. When
fwr ther questioned as teo ultimete destinstion of planeas, ' -
Mr. WINTERS replied that when the planss arrived at the Azores /
1t would be decided whether to extend -the flight o return %o
Rimo _ ..\ ) N g )

- According te informent, the CEARWIN SALES CO. had

operated a small business in San Jduan, Puerto Rico until

about six months ago, and at that time the compeny had only
one B=17 which they utilised in sarrying fresh meat and provi-
slong to San Juen, Pusrto Rico from Miami, Florida andg 8elling
samé on the market at Sen Juen,
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Mro Charles T, WINTERS, President of CHARWIE SALES CO.,
was employed at the Roosevelt Roads Navy project in 1942-43
as & timekecper at a weekly salary of 460,00, It ie not known
where he procured the financial backing to set up a business

- company end equip same with three aireraft.

The three B-17's remsined at Isle Grande until early
morning of 13 June, when they departed for Santa Maria, Azores.

They were reparted to have departed the Aszores on 16 Jupe 1948
enroute to Corsisca.

- Informant stated that the plenes carried no cargd and were
equipped with stendard gas tanks. The plane turrets and bomb
bays were scalsd over as reguired by CAA regulations,

The planes all w&é@-operated under an NL number which,

according to informant, fobids their bein; used for compenga-
tion er hire.

Fusling was done on a cash basis, each pilot peying the
fuel bill for his plans. )

Informant, through conversation with one of the pilots,
Jearned that the Aerdex Co. located at the 20th S¢. airportg,
Hiami, Floride, had converted one of the B-17's for use by -

- the CHARWIN SALES CO., and that the remaining two had been

flown into iiami from enother point in the United Statess  °

Informant stated that a dispatch had been sent from CAA
New York to CAA San Juan, Puerto Rico which had originated from
USAP, Prankfort, Germany. Said dispatch bore date and time
group 212003Z June and reads "“On 18 June 0120Z three B-17
landed safely at AJjacclo, Corsicao" : o '

Pilots and crew members of the three B-17'g are listed

below: _
Plane NL50O24N o Pilet, LEE, N. - :
. Co=pilot, KILGORE, C.

Plene NL1098M - Pilot, ROTHSTEIN, H.
- Co-pilot, FUCHS, B,

Plene WLSO14N - Pilot, WEIDEMEYER, Robert J.
. Co=pllot, BEANE, James.

Crew members ; VILDWESKY, M.
. NOVICK, W.
" WILLER, J.
FUELER, X,
MOORE, L.
CAREN, L.
NACHMAN, W.
- NEWMAN, R. 7 o
LICETMAN, W, ,
FRIEDEN, M.

It was not determined in Whieh pPlane Mr., Gherles T, WINTERS
r@d@o‘ : i .

COMMENT: It 48 interesting to note that the President of
CHARWIN SALES CO., Mr. Charles T. WINTERS, Who according to

‘ éourg& was having "tough sledding®™ with his buginess a Pew
- monthg &ago, is suddemly in a )position to afford the sxpense of

' tgrgg B=17"'8s and to pay for the bills incurred on this lengthy
£11 to - . . . . C
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